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The Wadir Naga Dance is regarded as one 
of the most respectful dances of the Ao tribe 
of Nagaland. The dance is performed in 
front of a warrior’s house. The warrior has 
brought fame and glory to the village by 
bringing home the severed head of the 
enemy as a war trophy. The villagers pay 
their respect to the warrior for saving the 
village from enemy attack. In this dance, 
the thumping of the feet by the dancers 
symbolizes the crushing of the enemy 
force. Chorus singing accompanies the 
dance. The dancers enter the performing 
area in a single file. The dance begins with 
hop and step movements and the dancers 
form a circle. As the tempo of the dance 
increases, two concentric circles are 
formed and the dancers pretend to attack 
their enemies. The dance is usually 
performed in the month of January. The 
dance has no musical accompaniments, but 
war songs called ‘Kaobolimshon Usouho 
Diamsho’ are often sung which keep the 
rhythm of the brisk movements of the 
dancers. 
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